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From the President’s Desk. . . 
The Coldest Weather Our

Community Has Experienced
by Mike Wise

By the time you read this, we hope to have survived the
Winter of 2025’s most recent “Polar Vortex.”
Historically, the Sunbury area has endured its share of
frigid winters. Among the coldest was Wednesday,
January 19, 1994, when, according to the National
Weather Service, temperatures plunged to a
bone-chilling minus 25°F, with even worse wind chills,
a record low that locals still recall vividly.

Residents describe that day as surreal. One lifelong
Sunbury resident remembers waking up to frost
creeping along the inside of her windows. “The air felt
like it could crack,” she said. “Even stepping outside
for a minute made your breath freeze in front of you.”
Schools and businesses closed, and the town seemed to
hold its breath against the Arctic cold.

I remember going to work that day, bundled up
head-to-toe as best I could, and being concerned when
I realized the inside of my car windows wouldn’t
wholly defrost. Surviving such extreme weather
required creativity and resilience. Families huddled
near wood-burning stoves, layered clothing became
essential, and makeshift solutions—like using blankets
to insulate windows and candles to keep warm—were
necessary for some.

Another longtime resident recalled how he and his
neighbors came together to ensure everyone had what
they needed. “We checked in on the elderly, made sure
their pipes didn’t freeze, and shared supplies,” he said.
“It was cold, but it brought out the best in people.”

The freezing temperatures also caused logistical
challenges. Cars refused to start, water pipes burst, and
even a quick trip to the store became an ordeal.
Sunbury’s community spirit shone through as neighbors
pooled resources, offered rides, and opened their homes
to those in need.

Meteorologists attributed the record-breaking cold to a
polar vortex, a phenomenon where a mass of extremely
cold air from the Arctic descends into lower latitudes.
While rare, such events highlight the importance of
preparation. Many now keep (Continue on Page 4)

Coming February 11. . .

 Letters From Celebrities

Big Walnut Area Historical Society Program for
February will feature Delaware County’s historian,
Brent Carson, at 7:30 p.m. in the Myers Inn Museum
Meeting Room.

During a recent BWAHS program on Bob Hope, Carson
showed his  scrapbook of letters and  shared his story of
collecting an autograph of Hope when he was in
Columbus.  A discussion on writing to celebrities
followed.  Our program chair, Roger Roberts, talked
Carson into doing this program for us.

Carson will share the story of his 15 year quest to
collect personal letters from celebrities of the 20th
Century.

After handwriting some 650 letters, Brent received
responses from 75. 

Among those who responded were Metal of Honor
recipients, groundbreaking inventors, entertainers, and
sports stars.  

These letters became words of advice and
encouragement when Carson gifted them to his
nephews when they graduated.

Brent will share the letters and personal anecdotes
related to them.

Carson is a native of Delaware County, retired teacher,
former head of the Delaware County Historical Society,
but thankfully he has made collecting local history his
life mission.

Join us for this personal up close look at these letter
writers of yesterday.

MANY THANKS!
As of January 15, Big Walnut Area Historical Society 
received $4,041 in Year End Donations from our
members.  We really appreciate your caring and
support.  

The Board of Trustees had pledged to donate funds for
two scholarship for area seniors.  We surpassed the
amount so the remainder will go into our general fund. 
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Joining BWAHS is Easy . . . . 
Circle One:  
   Individual  $20,    Family $35,      Business 10 or less employees $50, 
   Business 11-99 employees $75,  Business 100 + employees $100,
   Patron $100,    Other ?

Name ____________________________________________________

Address or P. O. Box ________________________________________  
                        
Town _______________________________________Zip __________

Phone (______) ________ __________

Email Address _____________________________________________
Send with check for dues to BWAHS
                                                 P.O. Box 362
                                                 Sunbury, OH 43074

Calendar of Events
February 11 at 6 p.m. BWAHS Trustees Meeting
February 11 at 7:30    BWAHS Program: “Letters   

           from Celebrities,” by Brent Carson

Myers Stagecoach Inn Museum 
Open Saturdays 10-3
Open Sundays 12-4

To schedule a group tour at another time, 
CALL 740-965-3582 AND 

LEAVE A MESSAGE WITH YOUR PHONE
NUMBER 

Big Walnut Area 
Historical Society

2025 OFFICERS
Mike Wise, President
Vice President to be

determined.
Damon Bower,  Secretary

Bill Kavage, Treasurer
Chris Killeya, Webmaster
Polly Horn, Curator  and

Editor of Newsletter
TRUSTEES
Alice Lacher 
Brad Orndorf
Chris Killeya
Dave Martin
Mel Meyers

Porter Welch
Rick Helwig

Roger Roberts
For Information 

Call 740-965-1154
leave a message or email

Info@BigWalnutHistory.org

In Memoriam
by Polly Horn

Since the beginning of the new year, we have lost two
members of BWAHS.  On Monday, January 6, Grace
Ellen Miller Lang died in Kansas City at the age of 91. 
The following day her brother Paul Henry Miller, age
90, died in Washington Court House.  They were the
children of Russell and Mary Ellen (Caudy) Miller and
grew up on the Miller Farm known as Fairview Farm, a
Century Farm (one which has been in the same family
at least 100 years) on S.R. 37 going towards Delaware. 
The new CCC Highway went through their farm in
1947.  When we needed land for the Community
Library, we were able to have the Miller Farm rezoned
commercial which opened up the farm for development
and the Miller Farming enterprise moved to
Washington Courthouse. 
 
When the homestead was broken up, Mary Ellen made
sure items of local history stayed in Sunbury.  Nathan
Marble’s toolbox as well as the teacher’s desk and table
in the 1816 room came to the Myers Inn.  Later when
Grace Ellen and her husband broke up house keeping
and moved to Willow Brook, Grace Ellen made sure the
loom that belonged to her grandmother, Grace Miller
came to the Myers Inn with many items woven on it. 

During one of our visits, she had told me when she and
Paul were very little they pulled a wagon with milk
from their dairy to the neighbors.  My grandfather, O.
W. Whitney, lived near the cemetery on Cherry Street
and was one of their customers.  “One year he gave us
each a globe for Christmas and told us to get an
education and the world could be our’s. He was the
only person on our route to give us anything so I
cherished it and took it with me the rest of my life,”  On
her 90th birthday Grace Ellen moved to Kansas to be

near her family.  The day before she left Willow Brook
she asked me to come pick up the globe. Grace Ellen
explained it been in storage and it was time for me to
take it back to Sunbury.  When I was bringing the globe
to the museum I noticed a date on it was 2000 so it
could not have been her original globe but it will
proudly be displayed with her story.  

Their mother, Mary Ellen Caudy Miller, was the aunt of
Don and Larry Caudy of Porter Township.  Larry’s
widow Pauline Caudy is also a BWAHS Member and
volunteer.  Don’s wife Tammy was on the library board
when we built Community Library on the former Miller
property.  Sunbury Methodist Church, B.S.T. and G.
Fire Department and Fallen Heroes are all built on the
former Miller Farm.

Saving 
History

Today  For
Tomorrow!
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Memorabilia from Amy Welsh
 by Polly Horn

Amy lives in the Van Dorn Inn at the corner of 605 and
State Route 37.  Gilbert Van Dorn of New Jersey settled
in this intersection later to be called Vans Valley, and
built the Inn around 1817.   He not only suggested
Trenton as the name of the Township, when it formed,
he served as the Justice of the Peace and local
postmaster. His daughter, Caroline, married John
Armstrong who bought the Inn in  1850. After John and
Carolyn  died, the house passed to their son Charles V.
Armstrong. In 1935 he sold the home to the Herman
Zieschang who lived there until 1981. 
 
The property changed hands many times in the  next
years until Tim and Amy Welsh bought it in 2014. 

A history buff, Amy has purchased the documents which
were suppose to go with the house but had not been
passed to them.  

Slowly they have tackled the building and uncovered
things hidden by previous owners when they were no
longer of use.  Recently she uncovered a built in bread
oven which held the document above.  It was in pieces

with many bits missing.  She brought it into the
Myers Inn for us to read.

Our Interpretation
State of Ohio Delaware County Js
To any Constable of the township of Trenton Township
Js.

Whereas Jill Seymour obtained a judgment against
John Tracey before me Gilbert Van Dorn, a justice of
the peace for the township aforesaid      The sum of
Eight Dollars Sixty-eight Cents debt And 2½ Cent costs
on the 23rd day of July AD 1835.  You are hereby
commanded that of the goods and clothes of the said
John Tracy you cause to be made the debt and costs
aforesaid and costs that may accrue, And of this writ
make legal service and due return —
Given under my   seal this 14th day of August AD 1835. 
                               Gilbert Van Dorn   seal.

On the back were the following notes:
1.  Served L. Levering on four acres August 14th 1835

Seth C. Rose Const
2.  No Sale for the want of bidders - Sept 12th 1835
    For Service 20 ct    Mileage 5 
    Advertising .25       Seth C. Rose, Const

(Continue on page 4)
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Seth Curtis Rose, born 1813 in New York.
   Got a marriage License in Delaware County,

OH.
     Married 4-25-1857 Jemima Gaylord, 
         who was born 1833 and died 1906
He was a Post Master of Alum Creek, Ohio
Died 1893, buried in Sunbury Memorial Park.
Children: Jessie Rose Chamberlin 1861-1885
                Edna Rose 1863-1875
       Charles Gaylord Rose 1865-1933

  GELSTON BAKERY in 1915

President’s Desk 
Continued from Page 1 

emergency kits, including portable heaters, extra
blankets, and non-perishable food, in preparation for
future cold snaps.

Though over 30 years have passed, the coldest day in
Sunbury’s recorded  history remains a testament to the
resilience and camaraderie of its residents. One hearty
resident said, “It was a day we’ll never forget, not just
because of the cold, but because. of how we all came
together.” Stay safe, stay warm, and remember Spring is
on the way!

Amy’s Memorabilia 
(continued from Page 3)

Notes probably made by Gilbert Van Dorn are also on
the on the back.
 All Payments billed to John Tracy
 
Debt $8 This ?? 25      Satisfaction 10 .00 

Editor’s Note
I tried to find the people involved in this case. I found a 
John Tracey in Licking Co. but none in Delaware Co.
I had more luck with Seth Rose.  See box below.

Many thanks to Amy for sharing.  

Postponed Meeting
President Wise made the right call to postpone the
January meeting even though it was at the last minute
when the flurries turned to full snowstorm.  The lives of
our members are more important than a missed meeting. 

Our programs are planned months in advance so the
What’s It program is being rescheduled so remember
where you shelved your memorabilia for another time.
I shall share one of my memorabilia stories about the
key in the display case in the loom room.

Weather May still be iffy next
month.  If in doubt dial 

740-965-3582.  
A message will tell if the event 

is canceled.

Stone Fireplace in 1816 House
In the Myers Inn

In January 1857 Johan Jacob Burrer, who recently
immigrated from Germany with his wife and 5 children,
bought a log cabin near the cemetery.  In August of the
same year, he purchased a Stone Purchase at the end of
what is now Cherry Street.

In 1867, he bought Lot 35, next door to the Myers Inn,
He built a 2 story house, tavern, store and bakery over
a stone basement which he used for  refrigeration. His
son, Gottlieb Jacob ran the quarry business and father 
the tavern and bakery.  

Both business were successful.  In 1871 the two men
bought the Bailey Mill from Henry and Sarah  Boyd but
a shortage of running water all year led them to build a
mill on North Street at the intersection of Columbus
Street.  The Burrer Mill.

Gelstons bought the frame house and took over the
Bakery business.  Their key is in our raccoon case.

A filling station was built around the bakery and torn
down to build Lawsons in 1982. The stone on our
fireplace was missing so Lawsons threw the stone from
the Burrer Tavern onto out lot for our fireplace.  We
had the new front put on the fireplace over the original
footer and under the double chimney.  It matches the
original stone although we are not sure if the shape is
the same.
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