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Welcome President Mike Wise

Terry Michael “Mike” Wise grew up in southeastern

Ohio and moved to Trenton Township in 1978 after

marrying Velda DeWitt. Mike and Velda have a son

and three grandchildren. After completing a career in

corporate administration and operations, he then

became a licensed funeral director for Snyder Funeral

Homes, where he continues part-time service.

Mike will become the Big Walnut Area Historical

Society president in January and is a docent for our

Myers Stagecoach Inn and Museum. A member of

Genoa Church and former Trenton Township trustee,

he is also a Past Master of Sunbury’s Sparrow Lodge

#400. 

Mike holds degrees from Ohio University, Florida

Atlantic University, and the Methodist Theological

School in Ohio. Wise is finishing his Ph.D. in

Historical and Theological Studies at Southern

Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, where he serves as

a Garrett Fellow. His research focuses on nineteenth-

century American society, particularly the antebellum,

Civil War, and Reconstruction eras. He is a member of

the Society of Civil War Historians, the American

Society of Church History, the Evangelical

Theological Society, and the Heritage Foundation.

From the President’s Desk . . .

 “Does Our Local History  Matter?”
by Mike Wise

Our Big Walnut area history is more than a  collection

of dates and events; it is the story of our community’s

identity, resilience, and progress. Understanding and

appreciating our past can foster a sense of belonging,

preserve our cultural heritage, guide future generations

paths, and enrich the place we call home.  

Local history holds particular significance for the people

of Sunbury and our neighboring community. Established

in 1816, Sunbury is known for our iconic town square and

the historic Myers Stagecoach Inn and Museum, which

serve as windows into the area’s bygone days. Learning

about the town's early settlers, its role in our nation’s

expansion, and its traditions can connect us to our rich

but often forgotten heritage.  

Sunbury’s unique landmarks are a testament to the town’s

distinctive character. For example, our quaint town

square—surrounded by longstanding hometown

merchants—is one of the few remaining in the country.

Preserving and celebrating these historical features

ensures that the essence of Sunbury is not lost amid

growth and modernization. Did you know we have

several hometown heroes and celebrities, like Union

General William S. Rosecrans and baseball legend Billy

Southworth? Or that a raccoon saved the Sunbury Bank?

Likewise, Sunbury’s history provides valuable lessons for

our future.          Continue on Page 2

FACILITY   REQUEST 

by Damon Bower

Our Facility Committee has a special request.  They have

been using a previously donated old wooden twelve foot

ladder to access the second floor porch railing and some

portions of the barn for repairs or painting.  The wooden

rails are starting to split, making it unsafe to use.

If you have a 12-16 foot aluminum extension ladder that

you are not using or planning on using, consider donating

it for our use.  Committee members would gladly pickup

at your house. Please email me at Bower67@gmail.com

if you can help. 
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Joining BWAHS is Easy . . . . 
Circle One:  
   Individual  $20,    Family $35,        Business 10 or fewer employees $50, 
   Business 11-99 employees $75,    Business 100 or more employees $100,
   Patron $100,    Other ?

Name _______________________________________________________

Address or P. O. Box ___________________________________________ 
                         
Town _______________________________________Zip _____________

Phone (______) ________ __________

Email Address ________________________________________________

Send with check for dues to BWAHS, P.O. Box 362, Sunbury, OH43074 

From the President’s Desk Continued from 1

Museum, participating in local events like Sunbury

Sizzle and Sounds, or advocating for preserving our

historic sites, we can strengthen our connection to the

community and contribute to its vibrant cultural life.

In short, taking an interest in our local history is not just

an academic exercise; it is a way to nurture a sense of

identity, safeguard cultural treasures, and build a

stronger, more informed community. Looking into our

past creates a more connected and resilient future,

ensuring the Big Walnut area remains a cherished home

for generations. 

So, does our history matter? Yes, it does. Exploring our

history illustrates our city motto: “Small Town. Big

Ideas. Perfect Balance.”

Thanks -Year-End Donors
We really appreciate all of you who sent Year-End

Donations to the Big Walnut Area Historical Society. 

Your donations help us to continue to maintain the

Myers Inn, collect our local history and share it with

visitors and our school children and also provide two

scholarships.  

Many Thanks to Rick Helwig

And Chad Neeper for Service
Rick finished two years  as Vice President and then 2

years  as President of our Big Walnut Area Historical

Society and has agreed to now serve another term as a

Trustee.  

Chad has completed a 3 year term as Trustee using

that time to bring the Membership data into a new

format which is very helpful to the committee. He

also designed a mailer which we hope will generate

new members.   Many thanks to both men! 

Christmas On the Square 
Once again Myers Inn was a hit with the visitors at

the annual celebration.  Our docents were kept busy

sharing local history with the 505 visitors both new

and returning ones.  I have no ideas how many

stopped to introduce a new visitors explaining they

would never miss this stop. Parents liked the idea of

a Civil War Era Santa while their children liked his

candy canes.           

Many thanks to those who decorated the building,

who provided music on the

porch, who provided the

cookies and punch for the

visitors.  

Next BWAHS  Program

7:30 Tuesday, January 14

Bring Unique, Unusual

What’s Its to Share
May be a memorabilia, or a

What’s It, an antiques, or

heirloom.  (Maybe you do not

even know what it is).  The

more unusual, the more fun it

will be.  Tell us their story!      

             Bring several!
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