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From the President’s Desk . . .
Central Ohio in May 1775: 

A Frontier on the Brink
by Mike Wise

In May 1775, Central Ohio, which included the Scioto
River Valley, was a frontier controlled by Native
Americans, marked by no documented battles or
treaties. However, it was filled with tensions that would
affect its involvement in the American Revolutionary
War. This region, inhabited by the Shawnee and
Delaware tribes, became a flashpoint of conflicting
interests among Native Americans, British authorities,
and American colonists.

The aftermath of Lord Dunmore’s War loomed large.
The Treaty of Camp Charlotte, signed in October 1774,
compelled the Shawnee to cede lands south of the Ohio
River, which heightened their resolve to defend Central
Ohio’s Scioto Valley against further colonial
encroachment. Villages such as Chillicothe became
hubs of Native activity, with tribes monitoring settler
movements and strengthening connections with the
British, who supplied arms and goods to counter
American expansion.

The Quebec Act of 1774, which annexed the Ohio
Territory to Quebec, further complicated our region’s
dynamics. By May 1775, this act frustrated American
colonists from Virginia and Pennsylvania, who were
eyeing Central Ohio’s fertile lands but faced British
restrictions. Although permanent colonial settlements
were scarce, a few frontiersmen explored the area,
laying the groundwork for future conflicts.

The American Revolution, ignited by the Battles of
Lexington and Concord in April 1775, started affecting
Central Ohio. The Second Continental Congress, which
convened on May 10, inspired colonists to challenge
British and Native control, although our area’s isolation
meant that no direct revolutionary activity took place in
May. Instead, the region remained a quiet yet tense
frontier, with Native-British alliances forming to resist
American ambitions.

Central Ohio’s lack of specific events in May 1775
reflects its remoteness and the lull following Lord
Dunmore’s War. However, the vigilance of the
Shawnee and Delaware, along with colonial defiance of
British policies, set the stage for later conflicts,
including raids and the establishment   (Go to Page 2)

Coming to Sunbury June 10 . . .

A Picture Is Worth 
A Thousand Words

On Tuesday Evening, June
1 0 ,  V a n  Y o u n g ’ s
program.“Famous Historic
Photo’s (Part 1)” – As the
old saying goes, “a picture is
worth a thousand words”,
and this presentation
confirms just that.  Many of
the world’s most famous
photos will be displayed
along with historic photos
from our American past. 
Some you will have never
viewed and others you will

instantly recognize.  Both entertaining and informative.

As a photographer’s daughter, I often heard “A picture
is worth a thousand words”  when an exceptional photo
was developed.  One of the earliest documented uses of
the phrase is from a 1921 advertisement for the Chinese
National Bureau of Tourism. It stated, "One picture is
worth ten thousand words." Over time, the phrase
evolved into the more commonly known version we use
today.

The modern use of the phrase is generally attron many
different topics and always attributed to Fred R.
Barnard. Barnard wrote this phrase in the advertising
trade journal Printers' Ink, promoting the use of images
in advertisements that appeared on the sides of
streetcars.  

It does not matter where the phrase began but it is
bound to make a entertaining program when presented
by Van Young.

Myers Inn faces Sunbury Square.  Admission is free.

Myers Inn Museum Is
Open Saturdays 10-3

Sundays 12-4
1st and 3rd Wednesdays 3-7 

During Sunbury Farmer’s Markets
Admission is by donation.
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forming to resist American

ambitions.
Central Ohio’s lack of specific events
in May 1775 reflects its remoteness

and the lull following Lord Dunmore’s War. However,
the vigilance of the Shawnee and Delaware, along with
colonial defiance of British policies, set the stage for
later conflicts, including raids and the establishment of
Fort Laurens (near modern-day Bolivar, Ohio) in 1778.
The Scioto River Valley remained a crucial Native
corridor, ready to become a battleground as the
Revolution intensified.

Looking back, we see that our region in May 1775 was
rife with latent conflict, shaped by the legacy of Lord
Dunmore’s War, the Quebec Act, and the early stirrings
of revolution. Its story unfolds as a frontier on the brink,
caught between Native resistance and colonial
aspirations.

McCormac Features 1948
Sunbury High School Grad in
Columbus Dispatch, June 1st

by Polly Horn

Although Sunbury is not mentioned in the article, I first
met Clyde when he was dating his first wife, Sue Rich,
at the Condit Presbyterian Church.  Years passed and
my second husband Bob Horn brought them back into
my life.  We were sad when Sue died of cancer but we
were very pleased to attend Omie and Clyde’s wedding
in 2001.  

Omie, first husband, Dr. Jack Warner, had purchased
236 acres of land in Delaware County.  With their
daughter’s vision they turned the land into the Stratford
Ecological Center which opened in 1993 and hosts
around 16,000 visitors annually.

Clyde was one of 28 students in the Class of 48.  In the
same class were Bob Cheadle, Jean Barcus Klick and
Ray Wirick - former members of BWAHS.  In school
Clyde was stage manager for the Junior play and was
Art Editor of the yearbook staff.  

He spent 15 months in Korean War then became an
architect.  He specialized in designing hospitals and the
Christopher Inn which became the first COSI.  He also
designed my  house which is very special to me.

If you missed the Jim McCormac  article about this
amazing couple, you can read it at the Myers Inn
Museum and see the yearbook and composite photo of
the class of 1948.

BWMS Student Volunteer
Day Is Successful Once More

By Damon Bower

Due to the annual efforts of Big Walnut Middle School
Principal Josh Frame, non-profits and government
entities in our community received free labor from all
students and staff at the school.  

Myers Inn had all safely assessable windows and
screens cleaned and all the meeting room chairs
cleaned.  Five
students and a
helpful teacher
worked Friday
morning May 9th
along with Doug
Linnabary and
Damon Bower.

W e  t h a n k
Principal Frame
a n d  a l l  t h e
students and staff
for providing this
service.  It is a
pleasure to work
with such well
behaved young
students. 

O u r  B W A H S
Volunteer Staff 
looks forward to
this day each year.

THANKS
BWMS
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