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From the President’s
Desk by Mike Wise
America’s 250th

Anniversary Celebration
As we approach 2026, I want to inform you about
America 250-Ohio. This is a multi-year commemoration
in which Ohioans from all 88 counties will be in the
spotlight, highlighting Ohio’s unique impact on our
nation’s history. Delaware County has contributed much
to the United States, from our ancestors to our
achievements. We proudly claim generals and
presidents, artists and actors, sculptors and scholars, and
countless individual and group accomplishments. We
will tell the story of our county, from the Native
Americans who were here before our settlers to the
people who call Delaware County and the Big Walnut
Community home today.

Here are just a few of the planned activities, many of
which are already underway:
- Recognizing the many Revolutionary War soldiers
buried here (nearly 100 identified so far), ensuring they
have flag markers;
-Holding cemetery driving  tours with period reenactors
to honor our veterans;  
- Exploring 250 years of fashion;    
- Reviewing transportation modes of the past;
- Looking at agricultural practices of bygone days and 
recognizing historic barns.      (Goto page 2)

Volunteers Appreciation Luncheon
If you donated time to Big Walnut Area Historical
society during this past year, you should have received
an invitation via email to a Luncheon at Noon Saturday,
March 8.  The luncheon was originally scheduled for
January, but due to the weather it kept getting moved.
We ask that you R.S.V.P. for a head count by emailing 

Pollyho@columbus.rr.com 

Coming March 11... 

Buffalo
Soldiers

Presented by 
Gregory Louis 

Edmonds 

Buffalo Soldiers were
regiments of black men
trained to fight the American Indians on the western
frontier during the mid 1800s.  The Indians named
them after the animals they fought on the prairies.  The
name became a symbol of pride.

Mr. Edmonds is currently self-employed as an
Insurance Consultant, Arbitrator, Appraiser and
Mediator with The Edmonds Group LLC. He retired
from Westfield Insurance Company as a Regional
Property Specialist handling large Complex Claims in
January 2018. 

He was born and raised in the Garden State of N.J.
where he obtained his B.A. in History in 1974 from
Seton Hall University in South Orange N.J. His college
thesis paper was on the history of the Black Cowboys.
His junior year paper was on the history of the Buffalo
Soldiers. 

Gregory has lived in Columbus with his wife the past
23 years. He currently proudly serves as President of
the Ohio Memorial Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen
Inc. which covers Central Ohio and includes
association with a Youth Aviation group, Buckeye
Tigers, that exposes boys and girls ages 12-18 to
careers in Aerospace. 

Admission to the program is free.
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Joining BWAHS is Easy . . . . 

Circle One:  
   Individual  $20,    Family $35,      Business 10 or less employees $50, 
   Business 11-99 employees $75,  Business 100 + employees $100,
   Patron $100,    Other ?

Name ____________________________________________________

Address or P. O. Box ________________________________________  
                        
Town _______________________________________Zip __________

Phone (______) ________ __________

Email Address _____________________________________________

March 8 at Noon.Volunteer Recognition
Luncheon
March 11 at 6 p.m. BWAHS Trustees Meeting
March 11 at 7:30    BWAHS Program: “Buffalo
Soldiers,” by Gregory Edmonds.  See Page 1

Myers Stagecoach Inn Museum and
Gift Shop 

Open Saturdays 10-3 and  Sunday 12-4

America’s 250 Celebration continued From page 1

-Conducting a School Ambassador Program for high
school students to learn about our country’s founding
and rich history. Student participants will serve to
preserve our community’s past, rendering service hours 
to various projects, museums, and other historic
preservation entities. Participants will receive special
recognition at graduation.

Of course, holiday commemorations and celebrations
such as Memorial Day, Independence Day, and
Veterans’ Day will continue through the remainder of
2025 into the very special year of 2026! Let us know if
you have specific ideas or questions regarding our
activities. Stay tuned for further developments,
information, and a calendar of events.

Visit Our Website For Local History

http://BigWalnutHistory.org

Calendar of Events

Thanks for Class of 1942

Last week, Donna Denny brought in a photo of the
Senior Class of 1942 of Sunbury High School on
Harrison Street.  Her father was Clayton Whisman, the
President of the class.  

When Sunbury and Galena was consolidated in 1950, 
the Big Walnut High school on Baughman Street was
built.  Harlem joined the district later.  All three had
Senior pictures taken.  

The photographer took photos of each student and
faculty member and made a composite which was
usually given to the school where it was displayed in
wall mounted swinging frame.  Students could buy
individual photos and sometimes families would buy a
smaller copy of the composite for home.  These
purchases paid for the school’s print.  Most of Sunbury’s
and Big Walnut’s photos came from Cubberly Studio in
Delaware, Ohio.

After the consolidation, the schools opted to hang only
graduates of Big Walnut so the others were put in the
basement at Galena.  As time went by, individuals
would remove a photo of a family member from the
composite.  Red Edwards, custodian of the school,
realized what was happening and ask if we would take
them in the museum.  

Buying the swinging racks was just
beyond our budget. Bob Cheadle
and Ed Roshon came to our rescue. 
Ed had a contact who made the
hardware which I ordered. The two
men worked on the wood frame in
Bob’s basement. Damon Bower
helped install it. Today this is one
of the favorite displays.

Weather Brings
Memories 
By Polly Horn

Sometimes life brings back
memories with a jolt.  Mike Wise’s
article of the cold winter of 1994
reminded me of the big  Blizzard of
78!        How about you?
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