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From the President’s Desk . . . .

Battles of Concord and
Lexington
by Mike Wise

As we move closer to celebrating our nation’s 250th
birthday, we should remember that the sacrifices our
forefathers and mothers rendered began much earlier.
For example, do you know the importance of April 19,
2025? That is the date the United States commemorated
the 250th anniversary of the Battles of Lexington and
Concord, the opening salvos of the American
Revolutionary War. Fought on April 19, 1775, in
Massachusetts, these clashes between British troops and
colonial militia marked the ignition of a revolution that
birthed our nation. As church bells tolled and muskets
fired, the "shot heard 'round the world" signaled the
colonies' defiance against British rule.

In Lexington, 77 minutemen faced 700 British soldiers
at dawn. The brief skirmish left eight colonists dead,
but it galvanized resistance. Hours later, militia and
minutemen in Concord repelled British forces at the
North Bridge, forcing a retreat. By day's end, the
colonies had united in a cause, with nearly 4,000 militia
harassing the British retreat to Boston. These battles
proved the colonists' resolve, transforming political
grievances into armed rebellion

The ramifications extended far beyond Massachusetts,
influencing the Ohio Country, which was then a
contested frontier. The battles spurred colonial
unity,encouraging settlers in the Ohio Valley to resist
British authority, which often aligned with Native
American tribes to curb colonial expansion. The
Revolution’s outbreak intensified conflicts like Lord
Dunmore’s War that began in 1774, as Virginia’s
militia, including Ohio settlers, clashed with the
Shawnee and Mingo tribes over land in Point Pleasant,
Virginia (now West Virginia). This was just across the
Ohio River from Gallipolis,      Ohio. GOTO PAGE 2

Coming May 13 at 7:30 p.m. 

Tracing Your
Ancestor

Through Civil
War Records
with Traci Fravel

Gilbert Waters Fravel (1838
to 1923) was one of the first

Fravels to be born in Ohio after the family moved from
Woodstock, Virginia in 1833. Gilbert was the first from
Harlem Township to enlist in the Civil War. He is
Traci’s Paternal Great-Great-Grandfather. She is
dedicated to learning his Civil War history.

Traci is the daughter of the late Terry and Teresa
Fravel. Her father served in the Navy. Terry was the son
of Jim and Mary Fravel of Sunbury. Traci will show the
relationship.

Like all BWAHS monthly programs, admission is free
and open to the public. The Myers Inn Museum is
located at the intersection of Columbus and Granville
Street across from Sunbury Square.

 Trustees Award Scholarship
At the March meeting, the BWAHS Trustees

awarded  the 2025 Scholarship to Julia Orndorf. 

Meet her on page 2.     

Trustees Elect New Trustee
Douglas Linnabary was elected to fill an open

chair as a Trustee  through 2027.  He is the

husband of Shari, son of Frank and Brigitta

Linnabary of Sunbury, and grandson of Walter

and Minnie Linnabary of Galena.  Goto Page 3
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Calendar of Events
May 9 at 9:30 to 12:30 BWMS Students will            
                       volunteer in the Myers Inn
May 13 at 6 p.m. Trustees meet
May 13 at 7:30 p.m.  BWAHS Program, “Follow     
       Your Ancestor Thru Civil War             
Documents,” by Traci Fravel.  Details on 1
May 26, Memorial Day Open House . Watch for
details
Myers Stagecoach Inn Museum & Gift Shop
Open 10-3 on Saturdays, 12 to 4 on Sundays

President Mike Wise and Julia Orndorf

From the President’s Desk

Continued from Page 1

Today, Ohio honors this legacy

through historical sites like the Fort

Laurens Museum and reenactments by groups like the

Ohio Society of the Sons of the American Revolution.

The 250th anniversary invites reflection on the

sacrifices that forged American independence and

Ohio’s place in it. As communities gather, the echoes of

Lexington and Concord remind us of the enduring fight

for liberty.

Visit Our Website for Local History

http://bigwalnuthistory.org/

Sunbury’s Farmers Market
Sunbury’s 2025 Farmer’s Market will be from 9 to 1 on

Saturdays May 24 thru October 25 on  Sunbury

Square.  It is under the Civic Association.  Sara Kelly of

Ranch 61  is in charge. In addition to horses, riding

lessons Ranch 61 has organic Ohio produce. Sara may

be reached at sara@ranch61com

New for 2025 is a 3 to 7 afternoon market on the 1st and

3rd Wednesdays in June thru October.

Myers Inn Museum will extend its hours  to be Open

during the Farmer’s Market on Wednesdays. 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER!

Julia Orndorf attended the March Trustee Meeting to
present her paper and give her Points she learned while
applying for our scholarship.

She was surprised to learn Sunbury Memorial Park
was’s founded over 200 years ago while the Ohio Fallen
Memorial is only 20 years old.  Learning about the two
personalized them for her and made her think about
those real, very personal and incredible sacrifices
individuals made to work toward a world which is
better for everyone. 

She noted all the volunteer hours which went into
marking the graves of Veterans in Sunbury Memorial
Park.  Those veterans are listed on our website often
with a brief military history researched by Suzanne
Allen.  4-H members and Middle School students
helped mark the graves as well as members of our
historical society 

Julia is already learning about the value of being a
volunteer thru her Church, Blood Drives, and Caring for
Kids Orphanage along with her busy school schedule
which included being elected most valuable player on
the volleyball team.

She will use the funds towards her education in Ohio
Christian University in Circleville, Ohio, next year. 
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Doug Linnabary

Joining BWAHS is Easy . . . . 
Circle One:  
   Individual  $20,  Family $35, Business 10 or less employees $50, 
   Business 11-99 employees $75,  Business 100 + employees $100,
   Patron $100,    Other ?

Name _________________________________________________

Address or P. O. Box ____________________________________          
                
Town ___________________________________Zip __________

Phone (______) ________ __________

Email Address _________________________________________

Big Walnut Area
Historical Society

2025 OFFICERS
Mike Wise, President
Vice President to be

determined.
Damon Bower,  Secretary

Bill Kavage, Treasurer
Chris Killeya, Webmaster
Polly Horn, Curator  and

Editor of Newsletter

TRUSTEES
Alice Lacher 
Brad Orndorf
Chris Killeya
Dave Martin

Doug Linnabary
Mel Meyers

Porter Welch
Rick Helwig

Roger Roberts

For Information 
Call 740-965-1154

leave a message or email

Info@BigWalnutHistory.org

Linnabary 
 Elected New
 Trustee
Big Walnut Area Historical
Society elected Douglas Drew
Linnabary to fill a vacant seat
on the Board of Trustees. He is
the son of Frank and Brigitta
Linnabary of Sunbury and

grandson of Walter and Minnie Linnabary of Galena.

Doug grew up on Letts Avenue in Sunbury, graduated
from Big Walnut High School in 1980 and has lived all
but a few years of his life in Sunbury.   He has lived on
Rainbow Avenue since 1987.  He will  celebrate 41
years of marriage to his wife, Sheri, in September. 
They have 4 children who have all moved back to the
community to raise their families. They have five
granddaughters  This alone keeps him on his toes.  

He has been retired for 6 years from the mechanical
industry and will celebrate his 40 years with the Local
189 Plumbers and Pipefitters.

For 25 years, he performed as field job superintendent
specializing in data center facilities and hospital
facilities. During the same time, he served 12 years as
a U. A. Training instructor, 10 years instructing the 1st

year apprenticeship program curriculum, and 8 years as 

the OSHA 500 training instructor teaching the CFR-
1926 code and parts of 1910.

He said, “I enjoy history; catching the bug from my
father who was a civil war buff. I enjoy family
genealogy, being native here from the early 1800's,
emigrating from Luzerne, Pa. has given me a sense of
how the country expanded west and developed.”

He wants to help the Historical Society in anyway he
can be of assistance in a positive way.  

Welcome, Doug!

Trustees Are the Responsible Leaders
As a non-profit organization, the historical society is led
by a Board of nine Trustees from the service area;  

TRUSTEES SERVE A TERM OF THREE YEARS
AND ARE STAGGERED SO THREE OF THE NINE
TERMS EXPIRE EACH YEAR.                                   

If you ar interested
in serving please
let Mike Wise
know or tell the
docent in charge
when you visit the 
Myers Inn 
Museum.  
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Community Library’s Part 
In Ohio Library Funding

by Polly Horn

Thomas Suddes, Columnist for the “Columbus
Dispatch,” hit the nail on the head in his column in the
April 17 issue of the “Columbus Dispatch” on Libraries
in Ohio.

Ohio began supporting libraries in the 1930's with
proceeds from intangible taxes (money collected on
stocks and bonds) rather than property taxes.  In 1983,
statewide this tax was very unfair to small libraries.  For
instance in Geauga (with Cleve bipartisan Public
Library Financing and sland) yielded $24.08 per capita
while Lawrence County (with Ironton) took in 1.75 per
capita.

Ohio General Assembly repealed intangible tax
effective in 1986 and formed a 12-member bipartisan
Public Library Financing and Support Committee to
recommend a new way to finance Ohio’s public
libraries.

The large libraries sent formulas to the committee.
These were very similar and allowed the big libraries to
grow but the little libraries would eventually be either
absorbed into a bigger system or close.  

Many politicians wanted one library system in Ohio
with a branch in each county.   The small libraries
began meeting together including Rachel Edwards, the
Director of Community Library in Sunbury.  While they
had no money to hire someone to come up with a fairer
formula, they decided they would choose the best and
promote it.  Edwards collected the formulas and ask
Din Paxton Milem and me if we could compare the
formulas.  I recall we had  only taken 12 weeks of
computer classes taught by Len Weatherby from
Columbus Community College.  This was way beyond
our lessons but we agreed to try.

Using a computer in the Hopkins House (now Myers
Inn)  we had to convert apples and oranges to apples
then factor in the individual formulas and extend them
out for 5 years, 10 years, etc. I remember we got stuck
at 2:30 one morning and since we were running out of
time we had to call Len to help us.  He came right in
and straightened us out. 

We learned all the formulas did the same thing, they
made the big Ohio libraries bigger at the expense of the
smaller ones.  There was one more formula written by
an aide to Senator Finan.  I called the aide and got
permission to try it.  When we put the data thru it, we
could see all the libraries gained a little and the smaller
libraries slowly got bigger.  This formula did what we
wanted it to do. 

Meanwhile the small libraries were working together to
bring their people on board.  This was not easy because
some did not have a telephone in their library but they
did agree to be in Columbus for the hearing.

Edwards, who was close to the delivery date of her first
child, presented testimony for the small libraries group.
The response was amazing and a new formula was
adopted in which a  percent of state tax collected went
to libraries.  That is presently 1.7%.  DeWine had ask fo
1.75%.  However, Ohio House voted to abolish
libraries’ guaranteed percentage.  Hopefully the Senate
will not agree.
Thanks for caring Tom Suddes!

MY HOUSE WAS KILLING ME!
By Polly Horn

I have a gas  furnace and hot water heater. The end of
February, I had the latter replaced.  A few days later,  I
went to  a doctor for a UTI but the medicine did not
work so I had to get a second prescription. Then I
thought I was catching a flu bug but was able to keep
going.   The end of March, I was getting sicker and
unable to reason or think thru anything, no Sudoku.  I
had a monitor and pushed the button and it did it's thing
so I ruled out gas. 

A few weeks later, a loud noise coming from the
furnace scared me and I shut the furnace off at the
thermostat on Saturday and bundled up in blankets. The 
motor on my furnace was going out. Ken and Doreen
Bartlett's son, Steven, of Wise Heating and Cooling,
replaced the furnace motor and checked the appliances
and discovered there was a very small gas leak in the
hot water tank which he sealed on March 31.

The next day my brother John checked the monitor
which did its thing when he pushed the button but on
the bottom it said REPLACE AFTER 10 YEARS - mine
was 25 years old.  No wonder it did not work correctly. 
I got a new one from Amazon  the next day.  I installed
it.

Within a week I was awaken at 4:30a.m. with an alarm
going off.  I used my Alert Button.  The lady could hear
the alarm going off and asked if I was in a fire. I said no
but maybe a gas leak.  She had me hang up and in about
10 minutes two B.S.T. & G. firemen in very long fire-
truck were in front of my house.

One fireman with a monitor checked the house from top
to bottom - no gas.  The second checked the monitor. 
I thought the monitor was battery or plug in so I
installed a battery.  It needs both.

PLEASE

CHECK your Carbon Monoxide and Gas Detector!

Then tell your family and neighbors.  BE SAFE!
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